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The Global Priorities Group has been tasked with compiling ecoregional assessment information. One of these datasets is a comprehensive list of ecoregional Assessment Areas [units]. To enable compliance to the current version of Ecoregional Assessment Data Standards (http://www.conserveonline.org/2004/09/g/ERA_Data_Standard_Version_1.0) we offer this documentation guidance for changes in boundary changes made during the ecoregional assessment process. 
Assessment Area Name - In Data Standard: EAA Name
· The Assessment Area name as agreed by the assessment team. If the Assessment Area name changes, please describe this change here by including the original name, the new name and a rationale describing why the change was made. Also, if any identification codes, identification numbers (ID) change, please include these (in Data Standard: EAA ID and EAA Code, respectively).
Assessment Area Boundary type description - In Data Standard: EAA Boundary and EAA Type
· Ecoregion, EPU, Ecoregion grouping. If the Assessment Unit is changing because it is adding a new ecoregion, ecological district, watershed, basin, etc. please note this here. Also, include the original Assessment Unit Type and the new Assessment Unit Type if it has changed.
Assessment Area Boundary Source
· Documentation of source and version of the framework (eg. TNC (2005), Olson (2001)) that is being changed.
Previous/Current Documentation Date - In Data Standard: EAA Update Date
· Include last update date and current update date. (MM/DD/YYYY).
Author(s) 
· Include all authors, experts and reviewers, identify lead author and for ERA Team Lead (In Data Standard: EA Team Lead) include the following:

-TNC OU and Division (where applicable) – In Data Standard: EA Operating Unit Lead

-Office address 
-Email – In Data Standard: EA Lead Email
Assessment Unit brief description - In Data Standard: EAA Description
· Ecological description of the Assessment Unit can be extracted from existing ecoregion descriptions but should focus on the areas being revised.
Boundary Revision Rationale & Justification - In Data Standard: EAA Update Rationale
· This is the core description of the changes. Please include the following:

· maps if it helps describe your changes and focus the description on the areas you are modifying
· ecological reasoning why these changes are taking place and if it follows the following rationale:
-by Target ranges (Species and/or Ecological Systems)

-by topographic features (elevation, contour lines, slope)

-by hydrology (rivers, watersheds, lakes)

-by local/regional/national ecoregional boundaries (include full citation)
· data sources and how they were used (for instance, satellite imagery and the process that was used to identify features). 

· cartographic scales at which data was digitized and/or incorporated

· total area (approximate) to be included/eliminated
· documentation of participation of adjacent affected assessment units

· if this is an Ecological Planning Unit (EPU) provide documentation on reconciliation of major habitat types and if these categories have changed at all for the ecoregions considered in the EPU
Assessment Unit Stratification Units- In Data Standards: SU Name
- If the boundary of the Assessment Unit changes stratification units please describe changes here. Also, include a stratification unit list if it exists.

Map showing the Original boundary and Revised Boundary 
· Highlight areas that have been modified.
References
When this documentation has been compiled, please update your data management system (CPT or other Ecoregional Assessment Data Standards compliant data management system) and also send a copy to the Global Priorities Group (Leonardo Sotomayor, lsotomayor@tnc.org) for archiving and updates on the global Ecoregional Assessment Unit GIS datalayer.

Thank you.

